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During that first term, I was able to

convince minority leader Bob Michel
to join with us and to help us kick off
what would be a tremendous decade of
success for the men and women who
every day risk their lives. I was not,
however, able to convince Speaker
Wright to join.

I gave a speech out at the National
Fire Academy, and one of the attendees
there was a man by the name of Mason
Lankford from Texas. Mason came up
to me after that meeting and said,
‘‘You need the Speaker to be in-
volved?’’ And I said yes, and within a
week Mason had convinced his good
friend, Speaker Jim Wright, to support
our efforts. Jim became a very aggres-
sive supporter of the fire service during
the rest of his tenure as the Speaker of
this body.

Mason Lankford, over the past 9
years, Mr. Speaker, as a representative
of the Texas Fire Service, past presi-
dent of their State association, past ac-
tive member of the Fort Worth Fire
Department, known throughout Fort
Worth and the Arlington area as some-
one who was always willing to give of
himself, was doing what he liked best
yesterday, Mr. Speaker. He was ad-
dressing the members of the Texas Fire
Service in Galveston.

He had been introduced by his good
friend, Chief Willie Wiscow of the Gal-
veston Fire Department, and following
Mason’s brief comments, unfortu-
nately, he passed away.

Mason will be remembered, Mr.
Speaker, by the 1.2 million men and
women across this country who every
day risk their lives, for having helped
create a new awareness of fire and life
safety issues in this Congress. It was
Mason Lankford who over the past 9
years helped convince over 400 Mem-
bers of Congress to join our efforts to
provide more awareness and more sup-
port for these brave men and women.

Mason attended each of our nine din-
ners here in Washington, where he
helped organize those events, annually
raising between $400,000 and $500,000 to
provide staff support for the issues im-
portant to firefighters and emergency
medical personnel across the country.

Day in and day out Mason Lankford
was there helping those who he knew
best, those men and women who he
worked with in Texas and throughout
this country in both the paid and the
volunteer fire and EMS services.

We are going to miss Mason, Mr.
Speaker, and I rise tonight to pay trib-
ute to him. I know all of our colleagues
on both sides of the aisle wish Mason’s
family well through these very dif-
ficult times. And I know that all of us
will join in remembering Mason for the
outstanding contribution that he made
to society, that he made to mankind.

The services for Mason will be Thurs-
day at 2 p.m. At the First Methodist
Church in Arlington, TX, and I ask all
of my colleagues, Mr. Speaker, to join
together and extend our condolences
and best wishes to Mason’s wife, Lynn,
and his children Joe and Nancy, who
are following in Mason’s footsteps.

Again, Mr. Speaker, it is a tragic
loss. We are all going to miss Mason,
but Mason certainly has completed an
outstanding effort on behalf of those
firefighters in this country who are
better off, who are better equipped,
who are better trained and who are bet-
ter served because of his efforts, not
just over the past 9 years but even be-
fore that as an active member of the
largest group of unsung heroes in this
country, our domestic defenders, our
fire and EMS personnel.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Washington [Mrs. LINDA
SMITH] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington
addressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.]
f

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to take this opportunity to set forth
some of the history behind, as well as de-
scribe the workings of the Private Calendar. I
hope this might be of some value to the Mem-
bers of this House, especially our newer col-
leagues.

Of the five House Calendars, the Private
Calendar is the one to which all private bills
are referred. Private bills deal with specific in-
dividuals, corporations, institutions, and so
forth, as distinguished from public bills which
deal with classes only.

Of the 108 laws approved by the First Con-
gress, only 5 were private laws. But their num-
ber quickly grew as the wars of the new Re-
public produced veterans and veterans’ wid-
ows seeking pensions and as more citizens
came to have private claims and demands
against the Federal Government. The 49th
Congress, 1885 to 1887, the first Congress for
which complete workload and output data is
available—passed 1,031 private laws, as com-
pared with 434 public laws. At the turn of the
century the 56th Congress passed 1,498 pri-
vate laws and 443 public laws—a better than
3 to 1 ratio.

Private bills were referred to the Committee
on the Whole House as far back as 1820, and
a calendar of private bills was established in
1839. These bills were initially brought before
the House by special orders, but the 62d Con-
gress changed this procedure by its rule XXIV,
clause 6 which provided for the consideration
of the Private Calendar in lieu of special or-
ders. This rule was amended in 1932, and
then adopted in its present form on March 22,
1935.

A determined effort to reduce the private bill
workload of the Congress was made in the
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1946. Sec-
tion 131 of that act banned the introduction or
the consideration of four types of private bills:
first, those authorizing the payment of money
for pensions; second, for personal or property
damages for which suit may be brought under
the Federal tort claims procedure; third, those
authorizing the construction of a bridge across

a navigable stream, or fourth, those authoriz-
ing the correction of a military or naval record.

This ban afforded some temporary relief but
was soon offset by the rising postwar and cold
war flood for private immigration bills. The 82d
Congress passed 1,023 private laws, as com-
pared with 594 public laws. The 88th Con-
gress passed 360 private laws compared with
666 public laws.

Under rule XXIV, clause 6, the Private Cal-
endar is called the first and third Tuesday of
each month. The consideration of the Private
Calendar bills on the first Tuesday is manda-
tory unless dispensed with by a two-thirds
vote. On the third Tuesday, however, recogni-
tion for consideration of the Private Calendar
is within the discretion of the Speaker and
does not take precedence over other privi-
leged business in the House.

On the first Tuesday of each month, after
disposition of business on the Speaker’s table
for reference only, the Speaker directs the call
of the Private Calendar. If a bill called is ob-
jected to by two or more Members, it is auto-
matically recommitted to the committee report-
ing it. No reservation of objection is enter-
tained. Bills unobjected to are considered in
the House in the Committee of the Whole.

On the third Tuesday of each month, the
same procedure is followed with the exception
that omnibus bills embodying bills previously
rejected have preference and are in order re-
gardless of objection.

Such omnibus bills are read by paragraph,
and no amendments are entertained except to
strike out or reduce amounts or provide limita-
tions. Matters so stricken out shall not be
again included in an omnibus bill during that
session. Debate is limited to motions allowable
under the rule and does not admit motions to
strike out the last word or reservation of objec-
tions. The rules prohibit the Speaker from rec-
ognizing Members for statements or for re-
quests for unanimous consent for debate. Om-
nibus bills so passed are thereupon resolved
in their component bills, which are engrossed
separately and disposed of as if passed sepa-
rately.

Private Calendar bills unfinished on one
Tuesday go over to the next Tuesday on
which such bills are in order and are consid-
ered before the call of bills subsequently on
the calendar. Omnibus bills follows the same
procedure and go over to the next Tuesday on
which that class of business is again in order.
When the previous question is ordered on a
Private Calendar bill, the bill comes up for dis-
position on the next legislative day.

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to describe to
the newer Members the Official Objectors sys-
tem the House has established to deal with
the great volume of private bills.

The majority leader and the minority leader
each appoint three Members to serve as Pri-
vate Calendar Objectors during a Congress.
The Objectors are on the floor ready to object
to any private bill which they feel is objection-
able for any reason. Seated near them to pro-
vide technical assistance are the majority and
minority legislative clerks.

Should any Member have a doubt or ques-
tions about a particular private bill, he or she
can get assistance from objectors, their clerks,
or from the Member who introduced the bill.

The great volume of private bills and the de-
sire to have an opportunity to study them
carefully before they are called on the Private
Calendar has caused the six objectors to


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-03T09:39:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




